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Gaturvdayp, April 30. 1692. 


Queft. i. Here was publifht this Week a. Book, 
Emituled, The Hiftory of the 


ATHENIAN SOCIETY, written 
by 2 Gentleman who got Secret Intelligence of their whole 
proceedinz'. Tothis Hifkory is pref xt feveral Poems wvitten 
by M-. Tate, Mr. Motteux, Afr. Richardfon, and others : 
Now fince Ufiad fo many Inzentous Men prefix their Names 

Lvov who és the Author of this Back, and 
nian Society is not concern’d in the 


to it. | ce hve to f 
whether or no the Ag ( 
writing of it ? . 

Aniw. We do allure the Querift that the Athenian So- 
ciety was fo far from being concern’d in writing the Hi- 
ftory he here fpeaks of, that they heard nothing of it 
rif] the gt. Sheet was going to the Prefs, at which time 
one of our Members fenta Letter to the Author of it, 
fhewing our utter diflike of the Lindertaking, which Let- 
ter (contrary to the Rules of Civility ) he has inferted id 
his Hiftory, with Remarks upon it, we mutt therefore 
fay this of him, that thé his Writings fhew him to bea 
very wittyPer(on,in being able to fay fo much on fo barren 
a Subjeét, yet we cannot think he has done by us in 
this Affair as he wou'd have bin ferved himfelf, neither 
has that Perfon who fecretly gave him Intelligence of 
our Proceedings acted lefs ungeneroutfly. 

Queft. 2. How old is the cuftom of faying Grace before 
meat ? 

Anfw. As old as we can find Men of Reafon and Gra- 
titude, for its impoflible tor a good Manto be ingrate- 
ful. Acertain Author, whofe Talent lyes at Bumpers 
and Bawdry, wou'd have this Cuftom as old as Dido, 
and cites four Verfes which the Poet has made her {peak 
in the Nature of an Health, which is the fame thing with 
a Lacedemonian Grace. 

ueft. 3. If there were no Light, would there be any dark- 
ne[s, and fo of other Contraries ? 

An{w. Yes certainly, there wasnothing elfe but dark- 
nefs till the Creation. Indeed we muft grant that Dark- 
nefs coud riot have been known without its oppofite 
Light, but it wou’d be very ill Logick to fay fuch a 
ching has not a Being, becaufeic falls not under the per- 
ception of our Senfes. 

Queft. 4. The fourth Book of the Digefts, Title the 3. 33. 
tells us of a Fellow that expofed his Goods to Sale, and had 
procured a Chapman that liked them, and was bargaining for 
them; in the interim comes a third perfon and laid claim to 
the Goods, upon whicl the Chapman departed, and the third 
per(on afterwards quicted bis pretenfion, but the Sale was fru- 
firated. Ulpian fays, That the true owner might bring his 
Action on the Cale, for (atisfaction of hzs Lofs ; take biswords, 
Rei quam Venalem Pofieflor habebat, litem propricta- 
tis adverfarius movere coepit; & poftra quam opportu- 
nitatem Emptoris, cui venundari potuit, peremit, difti- 
tit: placuit poffeffori hoc nomine Auctionem in fa¢tum 
cum tua indemnitate competere. lpian lib. 4. Opinio- 
num —— Pray Sirs, how is this matter to be determin’d by 
our Law ? 

Anfw. Ulpian never faid, the true Owner might bring 
bis Action on the Caje, ia this matter, for the words pla- 
cuit pofjefori, &c. cannot be rendred fo, but fuppofe he 
brought it as an Inftance. Our Law fays, That if 4 
being a Stranger, doth publiffi that B hath a right to 
the Land of C, where he hath none, an Aion upon the 
Cafe willlye for that falle publication; but this hardly 
comes up to the Anfwer, for this is but a Report. If 
the third perfon claim’d by legal procefs, he cou’d not 
be fu'd, fince if he fail’d in the profecution, he was to 
pay Cofts and Damages. Wies | 

Queft. 5. Whether Nutmezs or Moral Honefty, 8c. 

An(w. We beg the Readers pardon, if inftead of an- 
fwering this, we ask another : Query, Whether a late 
Auther in making agd in anfwering, this Queftion, has 


il 


not forfeired the late pardon he ask’d of all fober Men 
for ftarting up ridiculous Queftiéns, and anfwering ’em 
aS ridiculoufly ? / 

Queft. 6. How did the Lacedemonians punifh Adultery ? 

Anfw. Notat all: A Modérn Lacedemontan, who pre- 
tends to ftudy in order to arrive to the Hohourable Poft 
of a Judge, Jays very il] Foundations, in profetiing him- 
lelf a Pupil to Lycurgus the Lacedemonian Lawgiver. who 
becaufe he forbad not Adultery, is by his Scholar ftyl'd; 
the Sage Lycurgus, and undertakes to give the admira- 
ble reatons why Lycurgus allow’d a Community of Wives! 
“viz. To exclude Jealoufie and Sufpicion, to reconcile 
“ greater Friendfhips amongf{t em, to remove al] Quar- 
** rels, Duelling, and the Devil andall: (but we be 
his pardon in the laft, for Lycurgus as little beliey’ 
there was a Devil, as his Pupil does,) “ This furely 
“(concludes he) kept ‘em in Concord and Agreement. 
A good Conteauence, and honeft Principles for a Judge! 
But fiece this Gentleman is refolv’d to be a Lacedemoni- 
an, Query, Whether Lycurgus was not either a Cuckold 
or a Baftard himfelf, and therefore made this Law to 
take off his own reprogch, and whether all !acedemoni- 
ans {ince him are not Sons of W--—s, 

Queft. 7. A Gentleman who wes affronted by another, or- 
dered bis Servant to lay wait for him, fiom whom he vecei- 
ved the Affront, and to Baftinado him foundly ; it happened 
that I came by, and the Servant thinking me the perfon, beat 
me most unmercifully. Query. If I have uot an Adion against 
the Mafter, or whether Ignorante will excufe the Fad ? 

Anjw. The Law diftinguifhes betwixt a Natura! and 
Voluntary Act: for Inftance, 4 commands his Man te 
affaule B, but his Man affaules C thré a miftake, and is 
therefore only liable tothe penalty of the Law himfelf 
and not his Mafter, fince the Servant was a voluntary 
Agent. But if A fhou’d command his Servant to poifon 
B, who goes thro’ a miftake and poyfons C, the Mafter 
1s guilty of Murder, becaufe the Poyfon is a Natural A- 
gent, and wou'd have a¢ted upon any body elfe with di- 

inction of Commands, ¢°c. 7 

Queft. 8. Gent. The great honour I bear to your Society 
makes me refent the abue put upon your Book{eller, the’ every 
body of common Sence perceives how ftrain'd and unnatural 
it is; as if every Child cou'd not make any perfon living to be 
the Beast of Babilon, if we take in fix Names, Chriftian 
Names, Tmplys Signs, &c. As fir Infance fuppofe I fhou'd di- 
rect a Letter to V.V.Pate, Woollen Draper, juft by Fleet. 
ftreet,the Numeral letters of this direétion would ftand thus : 


To Query, Whether Mr. Pate is not ag 
V.V.Pate X 10 likely to be the Beaft mention'd in the Re. 


Woollea C . , 
Draper D 500 Velations as any private Berjon whatever ? 
jut by vi 6 An{w. What we advane'd about Ly- 


Fleetftret. L 50 dovicus was a pifblick Perfon, and 
DCLXVI 666, may, very well be admitted amongft 
other Interpretations which that 
number bears; but mewer any one believ'd it cou’d 
have any relation to @ private perfon, till a late Au- 
thor, tho’ if private perfons cou'd be concern’d in 
it, the Gentleman ‘mention’d in the Direffion has 
as fair a Title to it as any Man living, if hig 
Principles and Qualifications be eqphider d, whith we 
believe we fhall one day have occafion to make publick 
tothe World intheir true Natural drefs. 

- Queft. 9. Gentlemen, I am refolu’d to Go round the 
Earth on Foot, J defire to know whether my Head: ot 
= will Travel mot, and how much theone more than the 
other ? 

Anfw. Pray Sir, which way do .you defign to tra- 
vel, that you'll meet with no Water, Mountains of Ice, 
o . however Sail or Go, you are er to tell us 

ow large a Circle you defign to take ; as alfo as near ie! 

y 


you ean yoursheight ; but befides all this, ( which is yet 
a greater task) pray fend tous the way of fquaring a 
Circle ; if youcannot do that , we affure you we can’t 
ant{wer the Queftion exagtly, and for Mathematicians to 
advance any thing that won't bear a demonftration, is 
worle than doing nothing ar all. 

Queft. 10. What is your Opinion of the Story of Simon 
Magus having a Statue Ereéted to him by the Roman People, 
as Jultin Martyr relases, and the jlrarge conflict of Miracles 
between him and St. Peter ? 

An(w. Tis not a haif penny Matter whether it be truth 
or not, farther than this, that a Suppolition of aay 
thing chat invalidates the Teftimony of the Primitive 
Fathers in fome matters of Faét, wou’d bring in con- 
eempt all that they have deliver concerning Sacre 
Writ. 7 ae 


But however, fince our Opinion is defired, we be- 
lieve that itswery eafieto deiend the Te‘limoay of St. 
Fuftin againft all that has bin faid on this pointe What 
has yet bin objefted by our Lacedemonian Atneuts, 1s Cais, 
That Fujtin Martyr bad but little skill in Latin, (in which 
Tongue the Infcription wis rit ) and that he Wg bt eé Uf ly 


miftake, and this Injcription, 
S EMON I 
SANC O 
DEO FIDEQO 
Sacrum 
Sex Pompeius Sp. F. 


And inftead of it read 


SIMONI 
SANCTODEO. 


Which fork Infcription Ciacconizs {aw in the Tear 1574. upon 
a Marble Pedeftal of a certain Statue in the In{ula Tiberina, 
between the two Bridges. We anfwer, firft as to Fujtins 
Latin, we can’t tell exaétly his knowledge in it; bue if 
he had any atall, (which our Antagonifts deny not) he 
muft know Roman Letters, and can any Man of common 
Sence believe he was {uch a blockhead as not to fee there 
was a vatt difference betwixt the Number of thefe Let- 
ters: Befides, can any one believe that he wou'd write 
aid publifh what he mutt of neceffity have bin ridicul'd 
tor by his Contemporaries, and yet we find not one of 
em that contradiéts him? if he had been miftaken, it 
wou'd have bin taken notice of, and not have bin cranf- 
crib'd and attefted by many of his Followers. Irenaeus 
was not his Junior by 30 years, and he tells us, 1. 20. 
that Simon dicebat (e efje {ubsimiffimam virtutem, i.e. Dewm, 
as alfo, that he was honour’d with a Statue by the Em- 
peror Claudius; which is a quite diftin@ account from 
that of Fx/tin Martyr, and therefore not borrowd from 
him, as is objeéted: Befides, Tertullian, Eufebius, Nice- 
phorus, &c. make mention of it, but as for the firft In- 
feription, the ill luck of it is, that ‘twas never menti- 
on’d till the Year 1574. above a thoufand Years after 
thefe Teftimonies: but fuppofe the firft had been in Fx- 
Sins time, nay and before him, ‘tis yet an Argument that 
that of Simons was placed there out of choice, to rival 
the other Sabin Divinities, according to Tertullian, who 
fays of him, Hic aufus eft fummam fe dicere virtutem. i.e. 
Deum, Numen, apud Samar: TWH See Tremeilius or Funi- 
us upon the place: But fuppofe we had no better Au- 
thority than the expofing the weaknefs of their Argu- 
ment againft the Univerfal confent of Fathers: 


The Infcription of Semoni, Szc.is like that of Simoni, 
Ergo, the laft is falfe. 
Or thus, Semoni, &c.%, Ergo, Simoni can’t be. 


When we find fuch trifling Arguments to difprove any 
thing, we may fafely venture the Merit of the Gaufe, 


without defending ic. As for the latter part of che Quefti- 
on, it has bin receiv’d and never contradi€ted by the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, ard fuch as believe it not, are defiiedto 
fhow their Reafons why they diffent, and net put the 
World off with conjeétures againft the truth of thirgs 
that have been as credibly seceiv’d, as they have bin vo- 
fitively deliver’d by men of known Sincerity ard Piery, 
jucn as Fujtin was, having approv'd himte!t fo Ly his 
Martyrdoin. 

Quelt. 11. What was the occafion of thefe irfinite variety of 
Lections wz find in the Ancient Manufcripts of the Scripture 2 

Anjw. All the World may fee that this Quefion was 
proposd out of no good defign, elpecially fince the Au- 
thor of ic has publickly rais’d fome Odjeétions, the: eby 
to bring the whole Bible into Contempt: Bur we an- 


hra the Gesle ao ote nattie aa ie’ halt 
thro tie faule of the Copyifts, yet ic follows oor, thae 


take to recoucile any Text whatever, which wou’d be 
impollible, if there werenora true flandard to judge by 
Ve hope we have fufficiently clear’d the Authority of the 
: ; ; ticy Ul Tile 
Hebrew Text in the Young Students Library, which wiil 
be publitht ia a little time, and as for the New Tefa. 
ment, that’s much eafier defended. Our Author has on- 
ly rais'd 4 Objections, which we fhall here Anfwer : 
I. Fonas 3.5. Yet 40 days, and Niniveb fhall be deftroyed ; 
the Septuagint anciently read it 3 days. 2. The difagree- 
ment between Nehemizh and Ezra, about the number of 
the Jews that came from Babylon. 3. The improbabili- 
ty of 32 Soldiers fighting upon an Elephant, 1 Atucc. 6. 
37. And 4.Ofthe Number of the Pbiliftines Chariots 
and Horfemen, 1 Sam. 13.5.— To the firft, Theodoret 
upon the place tells us, that the N°. 40. and not 3. was 
firft in the Septuagint agreeable to the Hebrew ; and if 
lo, 1s plain there were fome true Copies to correé& 
the falfe ones by, as we {aid above; or if it was cor- 
rected by the Original, it fhows we have yec right in 
the Account. 2, Both E/dras and Nehemigh agree in the 
total Sum 42360, but in numbring up particular Fami- 
lies, Efdras mentions 494, which Nebemiah {peaks not of, 
and Nehemiah fpezks of 1765, which Efdras does not rec- 
kon up: Now if you add the Surplus of Efdras’s Num- 
ber to Nehemiah’s, and the Surplus of Nebemiah’s Nam- 
ber to Efdras’s, the tum will be equa]. So chat there's 
no contradi¢tion, but a Confirmation of the Truth told 
Givers ways. As to the 34. we have nothing todo with 
If, we are only to defend Canonical Books. 4 Cdj. Of 
30000 Chariots to 600 Horfemen, when Grotius believes 
it fhou’d be but 3000, we mult beg Grotius’s pardon, 
( tho’ we have a great refpeét for his Judgment ) for he 
was no Warrior ; if it had bin but 3000, ic had bina 
{mall Cavalry for fo numerous a people as the Pbilifsines 
to provide, and in humane probability but a very weak 
itrength to cope with their powerful Adver{aries. 


We have in this Paper, according to our Promife, 
aniwer'd all the Queftions we have promis’d, 
and refolve to continue anfwering all Quefti- 
ons whatever, that {9 we may render our Under- 
taking perfect. 

The Queft. out of Lucius Florus will be inferted next 
Saturday. 


Aodvertifenents. 


O* Monday next being the 2d. day of Mzy, 1692. be- 
twixt 3 and4inthe Afternoon, will be fold by Au- 
Giona Collection of Latin, French, and Englifh Books, 
of Divinity, Hiftory, Phyfick, and on moft other Sub- 
jects, in all Volumes, at the Black Lyon in St. Pauls 
GChurch-yard, amongft the Woollen Drapes. Gen- 
tlemen may be accommodated with Catalogues at Mr. 
Welds betwixt the two Temple-gates in Fleet/treet, at Mre 
Clements amongft the Bookfellers in St. Pauls Church- 
yard, at Mr. Manfhips at the Black Bull again{t the Royad 


Exchange in Cornbill, and at the Place o; Sale. 
mena I eg: 
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